
Which Primary School for my child? 
Advice and Guidance - General
Information for parents of pre-school children with additional needs 

Introduction  

This booklet is for parents of pre-school children with additional needs. It is intended to be read alongside the information provided by the admissions service (part of Derby City Council). There is information about schools and how to apply on the Derby City Council website (www.derby.gov.uk). 

Where can my child go to school? 

Most children with special educational needs will be able to go to their local mainstream school. Some children with special educational needs will have additional support from a teaching assistant or the special educational needs coordinator (SENCO) from within the school. Support may be provided for some children from staff not based at the school for example, an educational psychologist, speech therapist or advisory teacher. The SENCO will coordinate the support provided and would be your point of contact (in addition to your child’s class teacher). 

Some children may need a more specialised education and there is a range of alternative provision within Derby City, which may be suitable, including special schools. 

You need to think about the type of school you consider can meet your child’s needs: 

· Mainstream school – with extra help or provision 

· Enhanced Resource School (ERS) – this is a mainstream school with additional resources for particular special educational needs. Children in Enhanced Resource Schools are integrated with their mainstream friends, but have access to more specialist support and staff when appropriate. 

· Special School – this is an alternative to mainstream education. Children are taught together with other children with special needs and have access to specialist support. 

Mainstream schools with support 

Your child does not need a medical diagnosis in order to get support in school. Schools must comply with the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice (January 2015) and follow the guidance and processes described. 
If your child has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age then he or she would be considered to have SEN. There is a full guide for parents available on line. It is called ‘Special Educational Needs and Disability – a guide for parents and carers’ (published in August 2014 by the Department for Education). 
The school needs to use its best endeavours – that means to do its very best – to give your child the support they need. That could include getting advice and support from specialists outside the school (such as an educational psychologist, a speech and language therapist or specialist teaching and advisory service). 

SEN support can take many forms. This could include: 

· A special learning programme for your child

· Extra help from a teacher or a teaching assistant

· Making or changing materials and equipment

· Working with your child in a small group

· Helping your child to take part in class activities

· Supporting your child with physical or personal care difficulties such as eating, getting around safely, toileting or dressing

Every school has to have a teacher who co-ordinates the SEN provision in the school called a SENCO. This person is your key contact. Talk to the SENCO about working in partnership with them and opportunities to be involved in discussions about the SEN Support your child needs. 

Enhanced Resource Schools (infant phase)

The following schools have been designated as Enhanced Resource Schools 

· Reigate Primary School for children with a hearing impairment

· Brackensdale Infant School for children with communication difficulties and autism spectrum disorder

· Markeaton Primary School for children with a sight impairment  

· Springfield Primary for children with autism spectrum disorder

There are a number of places in each school that are allocated to children who meet the criteria for placement. 

You can apply for a mainstream place in an enhanced resource school through the normal primary school admissions process. If you would like your son/ daughter to access the enhanced resource provision available in one of the ER schools then this would be determined through an Education Health and Care Plan
Special Schools (infant phase)

· Ivy House for children with profound and multiple learning difficulties 

· St Giles for children with severe learning difficulties and autism spectrum disorder

For admissions to a special school your child will need to have an Education Health and Care Plan. 
Educational Health and Care Needs Assessments

An EHC needs assessment is a detailed investigation to find out exactly what your child’s special educational needs are and what special help your child needs. It is only necessary if a mainstream school or early education setting can’t provide all the help that your child needs. 

To find out more about EHC needs assessments please look on the Derby City Council Local Offer. 

Your child’s special educational needs 
Your child may already be attending an early years setting. Staff in the setting and other professionals will be able to help you to identify your child’s needs and abilities. Together you will be able to identify the kinds of things to look for in a school. The more you know about your child’s needs the easier it will be to decide which school you think will suit their needs. 

The professionals may not be sufficiently familiar with all the provision available. You are advised to make contact directly with schools that you are considering. Talk to them about your child’s needs and where possible make a visit.
What information is available to help me make a decision? 
Look at school websites for the following information. 

· A School Prospectus or Brochure

· The Special Educational Needs Policy
· The SEN information report 

· The accessibility plan 

· An Equality Policy 
· Other policies (for example, a Behaviour Policy, an Intimate Care Policy, pastoral care Policy).  

· OFSTED Inspectors’ report on the school. 

Reading through written information about a school will give you an idea of what the school is like. 
You might also want to think about the values and beliefs that you and your family hold and whether they fit with those of the school.  
Once you have a shortlist of possible schools you are advised to contact them to see if you can visit. 

School staff should not tell you whether or not a place is available for your child at their school. The LA coordinates admissions to schools. 
Derby SEND Information Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS)
The Derby SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disability) Information, Advice and support Service provides free, legally based impartial, confidential and accessible information, advice and support for children, young people and parents/ carers covering Special Educational Needs (SEN), Disabilities  and Health and Social Care issues relating to the child or young person’s education. 
Primary Admissions 

The primary admissions process allocates mainstream places. For admissions to special school or for an enhanced resource place in an enhanced resource school a child must have an Education, Health and Care Plan. 

Parents with children with special educational needs or disabilities are advised to request a place for their child through the normal primary admissions process even when alternative provision is being considered. This will ensure that your child is allocated a school place. 
If subsequently your child receives an Education, Health and Care Plan and is offered a school place through this process (this may be an enhanced resource place, a place in a special school or a place in a mainstream school) you should then inform the primary admissions department so that your child’s mainstream place may be offered to someone else. This should be done once you have received official confirmation of your school place from the VLS team. 
If you decide not to apply for a mainstream school place for your child due to factors related to your child’s special educational needs or disability then please contact admissions to inform them before the national deadline.
Useful Contacts 
Vulnerable Learners Service Team (VLS)
The Council House
Corporation Street
Derby DE1 2FS
Minicom: 01332 256666
Email: sendadmin@derby.gov.uk 
Specialist Teaching and Psychology Service (STePS)
The Council House
Corporation Street
Derby DE1 2FS
Telephone Number: 01332 641400

Email: stepsadmin@derby.gov.uk
Derby SEND Information and Advice Service (SENDIASS)
The Council House
Corporation Street
Derby DE1 2FS
Telephone Number: 01332 641414

Email: SENDAISS@derby.gov.uk
Which Primary School for my child? 
Advice and Guidance - School Visits 

Always contact the school first to make an appointment so that you can be sure that the right staff will have time to talk to you. This might be the Headteacher or the teacher who co-ordinates arrangements for special educational needs in the school (the SENCO).

When visiting a school, try to get to talk to the staff who would be most involved with your child. 

Consider asking for a guided tour of the school during school hours when the children are there.  

· Notice how the classes are organised. 

· Ask to see the class or year group that your child would be in.

· Ask about teaching methods and approaches used and special arrangements made for children with SEN. 
· Ask questions as they occur to you.

Think carefully about whether you want to take your child with you on the first visit and discuss this with the school. 
You might want to take someone else with you such as a friend or relative or your Independent  Supporter if you have one. Someone from SENDIASS may be able to come with you on this visit.  They can help in discussing your impressions afterwards and may notice things which you have missed. 

Be prepared to explain about your child’s special educational needs:

It is a good idea to take a summary of your child’s special educational needs with you when you visit a school. It might be helpful to take copies of latest reports from other professionals, such as a Paediatrician’s report or a speech and language therapy report. A list of involved professionals and their contact numbers may also help.

This will help the school staff in talking to you about how they could help your child.

Before you visit, make a list of all the questions you want to ask. Don’t be afraid to ask difficult and also very specific questions. 
	Examples of questions you might want to ask on your school visit


	Your questions


	What the schools say

	Does the school have any experience of helping children with similar difficulties to my child?

How do they include all children?

 
	

	How often would my child change class or move around the school?


	

	How many staff are there in the school?

Teaching

Non-teaching

for supporting special needs?


	

	What training have staff had about special educational needs?


	

	What does the school do to make sure that all staff would know about my child’s individual needs?


	

	How many children would be in my child’s class?


	

	How would other children be helped to understand my child’s special needs?
	

	How would my child be helped to make friends?
	

	When and how often are children taught out of the classroom?


	

	How does the school arrange extra support for children who need it?


	


	Your questions


	What the schools say

	Is the extra support usually provided in the classroom, individually or in small groups?

	

	What is the schools experience of bullying? How would the school prevent my child from being bullied?


	

	How would the school make sure my child has the chance to take part in all areas of the curriculum?

 
	

	What happens if school staff feel my child is not making progress?


	

	What would happen if I feel my child is not making progress or if I have any concerns?


	

	How do you make sure that all children have equal opportunities to take part in school trips?


	

	How would my child be encouraged to take part in out-of-class or school activities such as clubs and sports events?


	

	How often are written reports sent home?

	

	How would I be involved in the individual planning for my child’s special educational needs?


	

	How would I be kept up to date about what is happening in school?


	


	Your questions


	What the schools say

	How are parents involved in school life?


	

	Is there a parents’ group?


	

	What health or medical facilities does the school have?

 
	

	How would you get to know my child before they start at your school?


	

	How would my child get to know your school, especially in the first few days after starting?


	


After the visit

It is important to keep an open mind and consider several possibilities when trying to decide on a school. Talk to people who know you and your child before you make up your mind.  There are advantages and disadvantages to most arrangements.  For example, one school may have smaller classes but may not organise its teaching in the way that would suit your child.  There may not be an ‘ideal’ school but there will be a ‘best’ one. 
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